
Northwestern’s Medill School of Journalism is 
expanding its global footprint through a journalism 
initiative in Pakistan, assisting with curriculum design 
and initial trainers for a Centre for Excellence in 
Journalism at the Institute of Business Administration 
in Karachi, the country’s largest city. 

Heading the collaboration on Medill’s front is 
Professor Craig Duff.

“We are beginning to experiment in expanding our 
reach and becoming more of a global school,” Duff 
said.

The idea for the Centre arose from a survey of 
Pakistani journalists and editors. 

“There was a sense from the news editors of a 
lack of professionalism. Standards and ethics weren’t 
widespread, and there was no training for reporters to 
learn basic reporting skills,” Duff said. 

The US embassy in Islamabad took proposals for the 
project, and Medill joined the International Centre for 
Journalists, the main grantee for the implementation of 
the Centre, which will include a physical space set to 
be completed in a couple of months.  

Duff, who worked with ICFJ in Cairo in 2006, led 

the first workshop in Karachi in the fall, focusing on 
multimedia and mobile reporting. 

“It was the most rewarding experience training 
them,” said Duff of the 21 professionals he worked 
with. “People were genuinely interested in learning. 
Even top editors and producers were getting their 
hands dirty to bring it back to their newsrooms.”

The Board of Directors decides what areas the 
training focuses on based on the needs of the Pakistani 
media. For example, last fall they hosted a multimedia 
reporting workshop, and the most recent workshop in 
January was on business reporting. Medill’s curricular 
support fuses reporting skills with ethics to provide 
technical and hands-on training as well as highlighting 
the importance of fact-checking and garnering trust 
among viewers and readers. 

While Medill is supporting the project, its role is not 
to open a new school or dictate the needs of the local 
community of journalists.

“We’re in this only for a couple of years to help 
develop curriculum and ultimately let them take it 
on,” Duff said. “In the end it’s a project for Pakistan by 
Pakistan.”
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